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LETTERS FROM HON. HENRY LACJRENS TO HIS 
SON JOHN, 1773-1776. 

[Continued from the April number.] 

[3.] 

Addressed: A Monsieur 

Mons? Jean Laurens 
par paris 

a 
Geneve 

Postmarked .■ Dangleterre 



"Westminster 8 th ffebry 1774 
My Dear Son — 

My Letters of 9 th 14 \ 

17th I 2 1 st & 2S t _ h Ul t« 

18 ) 
remain unacknowledged on your part — 
By Letters from New Y ork of the 6* h Janry- we learn that 
the tea alotted for that Colony was not then arrived but daily 
expected; the Inhabitants resolved it should not be landed — 
Gov? Try on prematurely (I Ihink for a politician) declared his 
Resolution to countenance & secure the Landing it, at Noon Day 
— & for that purpose General Haldiman's aid with two Regi- 
ments of Regular Troops was demanded — at this juncture, the 
Governor's House which you may remember stood within the 
Fort, was by a sudden accidental Eire burnt to the Ground — 
His Excy. his Lady & Daughter, escaped the Flames but by 
a moment. Miss Tryon being obliged to jump from a two 
2 
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story Window into a Bed of Snow, which saved her under 
Limbs & Life from destruction — A Maid Servant — all furni- 
ture, plate, Jewels, Money, public & private papers — &c &c 

consumed 

"The Governor returned thanks to the Inhabitants of the City 
for their "Skill & activity" in preventing the Flames from 

spreading further the Citizens have discovered 

that the Fort, tho it might be made use of to Command could 
not possibly in case of need defend the City — therefore since 
the accident had happened, were planning to provide a House 
for the Governor somewhere more suitable than the Center 
of a Fort — 'tis most likely now, that the Tea will never 
Enter the City of New York — 

Whatever measures may be projecting in the Cabinet here for 
Correction of Boston, nothing has transpired — but the privy 
Council have Reported the Conduct of the Inhabitants of that 
Town in the unfavourable Language of Sedition & Rebellion — 
the King & the Ministry are Angry — but what are King & 
Administration without concurrence of the people & these are 
by no means for hostile measures — In general they rather 
applaud the Spirit of the Americans — 

We are threatened with another Stamp Act to execute itself 
or to throw us into dire confusion — 

In short, — Government, seems ashamed to retract & do what 
is right — & afraid, to go so far wrong, as to enforce their 
measures by violence, these are circumstances in which you 
& I are nearly Interested — Crooked steps may reduce an 
Income of £2500 — to less than £500. ^ Annum — I am 
endeavouring to prepare for the worst event — 
My Love to Harry — Adieu My Dear son 

Henry Laurens, 
M r John Laurens. 

Endorsed ; 8 th Feby 1774 
Westminster — 
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Addressed .• A Monsieur 

Monsieur Jean Laurens 



par pans— a 

Geneve 



Postmarked : Dangleterre. 



Westminster 21?* ffebry— 1774 
My dear Son — 

Business increases, I have wrote you no less 
than three times, within a Week past, to wit, the 15 th 16 th & 
18* h Ins* — & yet something remains to be said & carefully 
attended to — 

I have a Letter from Doctor Garden 7 of the 25 Decern, 
in which he says — ' 'tis a long time since I heard anything 
particular about your Son, I have not the least doubt of his 
daily improvement in knowledge & Science, yet I own the 
Interest, which from long acquaintance with his growing 
Genius I take in his success & progress makes me often 
anxious to know how he proceeds & in what walks of Science 
his Genius chiefly delights — will you gratify my Curiosity on 
this Head which will give me great pleasure & enable me to 
compare the present improved state of his Mind with the 
Idea, I formerly had of what his acquirements would be, 
when he was once well placed" — how aptly this affectionate 
Enquiry came in confirmation of my opinion intimated to you 
the 15*. h Ins* — that your friends on both sides of the Water 

— had fixed their Eyes on you Enable me to make a 

handsome & favorable reply to the Doctor & if you have lost 
an Hour recover it by a vigorous exertion & double diligence 
— may I venture to tell him, that you have made a consider- 
able progross & are more than a mere smatterer — in Lan- 

7 Alexander Garden, the eminent physician and botanist of Charles 
Town. 
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guages — Greek, Latin, French Italian — in the Belles Lettres, 
in physics, Mathematics, History, Geography, that you have 
attended Lectures in experimental Philosophy — & diligently 
read Civil Law as a daily study & to these have added the 
Embellishments of Riding, Fencing, Drawing ? 
Whether you furnish me with proper means or not, for 
satisfying our friend in these particulars, my own sentiments 
must be imparted- — that my highest wish is, that you may 
possess an honest benevolent Heart — then will Education be 
an Ornament of Inestimable Value — Your Character & 

Happiness are at Stake. 

Our friend the Doctor further writes Concerning his own 

Son 8 

"I have now another request to make, which is, to favour 
me with your opinion of the Comparative state; of Education 
in Geneve & England You will perceive that my view in 
this request is pretty much Interested as I have a Boy who 
must soon go to some University to pursue his Education & 
from all hands I have such Accounts of the Relaxed state of 
Education at Oxford & Cambridge that I really tremble to 
put my Son to either — You will singularly oblige me to give 
me your impartial sentiments regarding the Geneve Educa- 
tion & what the Annual expence may be, I request this of 
you as I must soon determine on the future plan & place of 
my Son's Education as it is now nearly time to have done 

with grinding Verses at Westminster" 9 

Now my Dear Son, 1 must request your Aid, in order 
to give a proper answer to this part of the Doctor's enquiry — 
the subject is of the highest Importance to a parent, wherefore 
I should rejoice as in my own happiness, if I could bel nstru- 

mental in serving & affording him satisfaction _ 

think £200. ^ Annum in Average for three or four Years 

8 Alexander Garden, Jr., subsequently major on Greene's staff and 
author of two volumes of anecdotes of the Revolution. 

9 He was then in his 17th year. (See Vol. II. of this magazine, p. 
126, note 2.) 
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may be an answer on the article of Expence at Geneve & [ 
hold it still in preference as an University to Oxford or 
Cambridge for a Youth from "Westminster School so well 
advanced & grounded as Alic Garden is — if besides your 
opinion to me which I hope you will not skim over the surface 
— you were to write to the Doctor on the same head, I am 

persuaded you will do him a very acceptable service 

This Day or to morrow American affairs are to brought before 
Parliament — from their Wise management in the late Quarrel 
with the Printer Woodfall & Parson Home, which exposes 
the first Minister & all his train to derision — there can be no 
doubt of their treating with propriety such a bagatelle, as 
the Recovery or loss of the affections of three Millions of 

subjects however that may be — that Individuals who 

speak their own & the sense of those within their atmosphere, 
are bewildered & perplexed, is most certain — I have had the 
Honour of Conversing with several Members & particularly 
for two Hours on Saturday Morning with a very sensible 
Man of our acquaintance — & upon my Honour — the best 
scheme that I have yet heard — is mere Weakness — Violence 
they are not disposed to — Violence, would be attended at 
best with infinite hazard — but the success of Violent measures 
would be extremely uncertain — & what less than Violence 
can subdue a people who think their Claims are justly 
founded & who are determined to Maintain their Liberty — 
Our acquaintance above alluded to, put the Question to me 
after I had -disagreed to his politics What then would you 

have us do Coll° ? My opinion Sir, is of no Weight 

with Parliament — but to you I submit it — the Recent cause 
of offence is a matter between Subject & Subject — leave the 
dispute there & all will be well again — Slumber on this sup- 
posed opposition to Government & before the Rising of your 
House — Repeal all those Laws which are Calculated for 
raising a Revenue on the Colonists without their own Con- 
sent — they are Galling to the Americans Yield no benefit 
to the Mother Country — You disagree among yourselves 
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concerning the Right & every Man sees & acknowledges the 
inexpediency of such Taxation — What then are we Contending 
for — Imaginary emolument — at the risque of Thousands of 
Lives & Millions of pounds, possibly of the Dignity of the 

British Empire let this remark persuade you — Here, your 

opinions on that grand point, Jar — in America all are so 
firmly agreed that a Union is formed for mutual defence which 

in past times has been held unnatural & impracticable 

1 see no medium between Compulsory measures by Fleets & 
Armies & a Wise Retraction on this side — if the former 
should be recommended by parliament — You & 1 had better 
be at Altamaha — but here I will leave the subject & Room 
to answer you, if I should find a Letter at the Coffee House — 
22^_ I had the pleasure yesterday of receiving your favour 
of the 9* Ins* but that pleasure was a little palled by the 
deficiency of your late promises to send me a Letter from 
Harry — one for James — & the Account — this want of punc- 
tuality, together with the general or rather superficial manner 
of replying to some of my Letters, should alarm you into 
reflexion upon the Causes, & a Resolution to remove them — 
I have nothing to say concerning the Account before I see it 
— the expence has far overshot the Bar which we had fixed 
at our last Interview — & it may, if continued, break in upon 
your abilities, which are in great danger of being shortened 
by change of Times & Circumstances at the Spring Head — 
at present however it is necessary I perceive to replenish your 
Fund — for this purpose I have sent into the City, to purchase 
a Bill, if I succeed you will find one Inclosed & postscript 
describing the tenour & Value — otherwise draw upon me for 
Fifty Guineas at the Carolina Coffee House & your Bill shall 
be honoured — no doubt you will find Men honest enough to 
give you the Current Exchange — M. T . Massett will probably 
supply you on such terms — now I mention his Name let me 
observe that there went from hence lately a M 1 . Bartholomew 
Rilliet (d"e Livron) for Charles Town, who applied to me for 
recommendatory Letters — & as I found him a Man of modesty 
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& good sense I wrote strongly on his behalf to your Uncle & 
M T . Gervais — & desired that your Uncle wonld introduce him 
to Doctor Garden — that Gentleman Voluntarily pressed a 
Letter on Mt Petrie taking him to be a Son or near relation 
of mine & said he would write another to his family in order 
to introduce you to their acquaintance — Inform me if you can, 

whether he has done so, & the History of this Stranger 

My Massett's elder Partner if I judge right, is a near relation 

of this MT B. Killiet. 

How happened it, that the General had quitted the Convoy 
of his Royal friend ? present my best Respects & wishes to 
him & to Madame Prevost & the Young Ladies if they are 
at Geneve — Does M r Lock continue at Bessenge ? do you 
see him sometimes at' his own Houss & yours ? — 
Your Uncle writes of (our friend as you call him) the Author 
— "Yesterday was S? John's — but no pompous Ode, no pro- 
cession, no talk of Masonry in short the fraternity are quite 
ashamed of their Grand Master" — Miserable Wretch — the 
more he is in my power — the more I pity his Children — and 
the more I refrain from using means to punish him — if he 
meant by his writing to "Ingratiate himself at home" — he 
will fall short of his Aim, his performance, like his former 
writings, abounds with materials for defeating his own 
attempts — 

"Your little parliament was to be assembled at Lord Stan- 
hope's, to speak against & to propose means for preventing 
Bribery &. Corruption"— and you wish "for an Hour or twos 

Conversation with me on that subject." 

I presume your Ideas were Confined to Bribery in Elections 
for Members of the Representatives of the people — as of 
Great Britain, for example — 

Indeed my Dear Young politician, enough might be said 
under both heads in much less time than the first Hour — & 
he, who will not believe what may even be written to the 
purpose in fifteen minutes, will not be persuaded by the most 
Copious reasoning — I take it for granted, that no Sober Man 
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will require much argument "against", the Evil, of "Bribery 
& Corruption" — & for the preventive means, they are with 
respect to Individuals, the very same as ought to be practiced, 
in order to guard against the attacks & effects of every other 
Vice — I know of none better than such as may be derived 
from that system of sound philosophy the precepts of Jesus 
Christ — Moderate desires of Riches & Dignity — Temperance 
& Sobriety — Self denial of irregular pleasures. — Benevolence 
6c Loving our Neighbors as ourselves. 

Raise in Idea — A Man possessed of Virtue comprehending 
these excellent qualities — suppose a Bribe to be tendered to 
him for his Vote, & you will not hesitate to frame an answer 
for him — You will see the Corrupter sneak off, blushing 
under Conviction, that the Man who is content to live within 
the bounds of his Income, is superior to his Mechinations. 
Extend your views & admit the Majority of a Nation to be 
influenced by such Bules, & you see the impossibility of 
success by Bribery. 

On the other hand — Suppose a Man, under the guidance of 
his passions & Appetites — a Lover of much & mixed Com- 
pany — a Sensualist — or Slothful & a bad Economist — taking 
the Koran instead of the New Testament for his Compass — 
and you will find no difficulty in granting, that such a Man is 
in continual danger of submitting to Bribery, by a Variety 
of Instruments — if his Bank of Cash — stands unimpaired — 
a Title — a Wench — a Nod, or fulsome flattery, shall be his 
price — but in failure of the Fund, he will even offer himself 
to Sale to replenish it, as the only possible means for keeping 
up his sham happiness. — Consider a whole ISation full of 
Wealth & power, wallowing in the Gratifications which 
Riches are capable of procuring, & you perceive the Fountain 
polluted & the foui Streams running through the Hearts & 
directing the course of Individuals — 

Thank God there remains many Witnesses of Virtue in this 
Kingdom--— however, Bribery & Corruption still prevail, 
whence it is natural to Conclude that the Majority of Voters 
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do not come within the first described Class. In order there- 
fore to Guard against their attacks upon the Constitution 1 
know of no means so effectual, taking Men as we find them, 
as frequent Elections, by Ballot — the first will reduce the 
Value of a Seat to every Man who seeks for one only from 
Mercenary Views — & the latter will render the security of a 
promise & consequently of a purchase more precarious. — 
The present method in the House of Commons for determin- 
ing Contested Elections by a Select Committee chosen by 
Ballot, is certainly an excellent improvement — but this can 
only rectify gross Evils — as in the late Instance of MY Rous 
who was returned for Worcester, & afterward dismissed from 
his Seat upon proof ot the coarsest & most ungarded practice 
of Bribery — Frequent Elections by Ballot would lay the Axe 
to the Root. — 

There have been objections stated against the short duration 
of Parliaments & the mode of Choosing by Ballot — but none 
of them will bear the test of honest reasoning — 
Are you not content say the opposers, with the Tumults, 
Confusion & blood shed which prevail in every part of the 
Kingdom during a general Septennial Election, would you 
multiply such Scenes, by Elections at the end of three Years, 
or of every Year ? — No, — nor would such mischeivous events 
happen if new parliaments were to be chosen at the end of 
three Years — According to the views of + he Candidate his 
price for Votes would be regulated & according to the price 
would be the strife among the Electors — And if the Election 
was made by Ballot there would be no encouragement for 
Bribery, nor for strife— Candidates & Electors would proceed 
as quietly in their respective businesses as the same Characters 
do, in the parish of S? Philip Charles Town — Men who were 
high in the Esteem of the people would be the objects of 
their Choice — if a Member was known to accept of place or 
pension in Exchange for his Vote, he would feel the just 
resentment of his Constituents — at present it is proverbial in 
this Country Members of parliament buy their Constituents & 
have a right to sell them again. 
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Seats in parliament are to be bought by Contract with a 
Broker & sometimes with a Corporation — And I am well 
informed that a certain Skipper of a little Vessel whom I 
knew in very mean circumstances some time ago, is now in 
treaty for a Borough against the approaching General Elec- 
tion — thus it happens that Men whose persons are not known 
by any one of the Electors are chosen to represent them in 
parliament, & what is worse — Men who are known in the 
practice of every Vice & Immorality are sure of Seats in the 
Senate, provided they will advance the proper Sums of 

Money Is it impossible that a Couple of Negroes 

through the Mediation of Money & an active Broker may be 
one Day returned for some Venal Borough ? — 
The particular objections against Balloting are more than I 
can recite or answer just now, but I know they are specious 
& that an honest resolution to reform would easily remove 
them — be that as it may, the mode is nevertheless one of the 
most effectual means for preventing Bribing. 
So far I have given you my opinion in a Crude & hasty 
manner without taking time to review & amend the method 
of expressing my sentiments, if you understand my meaning 
that will be sufficient I wish you may receive some informa- 
tion & ground for improvement of your own Ideas — I will 
beg leave to Conclude the whole by recommending to your 
serious Consideration, as Antidotes against Bribery & Cor- 
ruption in a Thousand different Stations & Circumstances in 
Life, the steady practice of Vigilance, Industry, temperance, 
Self Denial & Benevolence — then will you stand as one of 
those Witnesses of Truth & Virtue who dare speak their 
sentiments in the worst of Times, in private Conversation or 
in the Assembly of the people. 

Inclosed you will find a Letter from our friend the 
Reverend M. r . Clarke which he sent to me for direction, I 
have a Curiosity to know the Contents & you will gratify me 

by a perusal of your answer if it is not improper 

The public Advertiser informs me the New Election at 
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Worcester where the Candidates are Coll . Lechmere 10 & Sir 
Watkin Lewis goes on very smoothly, no appearance of 
Bribery, & the Oath against it administered to each Elector — 
the Totes of Three Days were equal 410. for each — the 
Contest will probably be very close — 

M? Grimke 11 in conversation this Morning, said Geneve was 
the last place he would send a Young Man to for Education 
— his objection was partly to the plan of Education but 
principally against the Morals of the people which are the 
worst, according to his opinion, in the World — his opinion 
founded only upon informations received while he was in 
that City — pray how came you & every body else to keep me 
in Ignorance of these important facts ? Why did not you 
discourage Your Uncle from sending Petrie to such a place ? 
tell me — 

The Messenger whom I sent into the City for a Bill on 
Geneve returned without success, therefore you must draw 

upon me as above directed 

My Love to Harry & accept (he 
same from Your friend & affectionate 

Father Henry Laurens, 

~M r John Laurens 

Endorsed .- Westminster 

21. feb: 1774 
3? page — 

[To he continued in the next number of this Magazine.~] 

10 This -was probably Nicholas Lechmere (1783-1805) whose father, 
Edmund Lechmere, had represented "Worcestershire in Parliament in 
1734. Nicholas was an older half brother of Anthony Lechmere who 
was created a baronet in 1818. At this very time (1774) one Nicholas 
Lechmere was collector of the port at Beaufort, S. C. He was subse- 
quently appointed colonel of the Granville County Regiment of South 
Carolina after the British had overrun the State in 1780, and died in 
March, 1782. He had married, April 10, 1774, Catharine DeVeaux, 
daughter of Andrew and Catharine (Barnwell) DeVeaux. His widow 
married John Ashe, March 10, 1785. One Anthony Lechmere was a 
merchant in Charles Town during the British occupation, 1780-1783. 
What relation these two were to the above Nicholas and Anthony we 
cannot say. 

11 John Faucheraud Grimke, no doubt. He had been admitted to 
the Middle Temple in 1769. He was in England at this time, for he 
was one of the thirty Americans (fifteen of whom were South Caro- 
linians) who petitioned against the Boston Port Bill in March, 1774. 



